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 Next Meeting  

Connecticut Orchid Society (COS) is a non-profit 501 (c) (3) organization founded in 1959.   

Please consider making a charitable contribution  to COS.  Most donations made to COS 

are tax deductible.  

COS Membership Information :  $20/yr. Individual  $25/yr. Family  
New category: $200 Individual or $250 Family Lifetime Membership (never pay dues 

again!)    

  

Contact Membership Chairperson Larry Kuekes at (860) 649-7952 for more details.   

A membership application is located on pg. 30 for your convenience.  
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Date: Wednesday, October 14, 2009  
  

Time:  7:00 P.M.  Socializing begins.   

  Show table and sale table open. 

  7:30 P.M. Business meeting begins followed by the  

  ÌÝÌÕÐÕÎɀÚɯɯÍÌÈÛÜÙÌËɯÌÝÌÕÛȭ 

 

Place: Farmington Senior Center 

  321 New Britain Ave., Unionville, CT  

   (See pg. 29 for  map & directions .) 
 

 
Program:   Orchids of Brazil presented by Fancisco Miranda, 
         Taxonomist and owner of Miranda Orchids with two  
                      locations ~ Rio de Janeiro and Florida. 
 
 
 
 

Meeting Status:  For notice of last-minute or inclement weather  

cancellation, visit our website  www.ctorchids.org  or call Judy 

     Contact us 
     Write  Connecticut Orchid Society, Inc. 

 P.O. Box 198, Farmington, CT 06034-0198 

 

     E-mail  President Cheryl Mizak president@ctorchids.org 

 Web Master Deidra Crewe dcreweorchids@yahoo.com 

 Editor Sharon SmithDelisle editor@ctorchids.org 
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Membership Policy  
Membership is open to anyone interested in orchids.  Members join the Society by pay-
ment of annual dues.  Memberships may be individual, student, family, life or honorary. 
Honorary membership is for life and is made by nomination of the Board of Directors 
and majority vote of the membership present at a regular meeting. 

Connecticut Orchid Society Mission Statement  

 The Connecticut Orchid Society is an incorporated, non -profit  

association for the preservation and extension of knowledge concerning 

the conservation, ecology, science, cultivation, hybridization,  apprecia-

tion and uses of orchids; and to carry on such activities as may be 

necessary or desirable to effectuate such purposes. 
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Website Upgrade  
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Joe Linger 

Deidra Crewe ðWeb Master 

Sharon SmithDelisle 

           Mentor List    
Valerie Allgrove    allgrove@hotmail.com (contact by e-mail) 
Outdoor growing methods: Native wild orchids & photography 

 

 Judy Becker  judybecker40@att.net ( 8:00--8:00 pm) Greenhouse growing 
methods: Wide variety of species & hybrids 

 

 Charlie Boos  charlieb1962@yahoo.com   (After 7:30 pm) Greenhouse & under 
lights growing methods: Cattleyas, Vandas,  
Dendrobiums, Sophronitis & hybridizing 

 

 Sam Hinckley  samuelhinckley@comcast.net  (After 7:30 pm) Windowsill grow-
ing methods: Species & hybrids 

 

 Joe Linger   jlinger@snet.net  (contact anytime) 
Greenhouse, outdoors & under lights growing methods: Species & hybrids 
  
 Paul Perakos   pperakos@sbcglobal.net (contact anytime)  
Outside growing methods: Ladyslippers in the garden 
 

 Sharon SmithDelisle  editor@ctorchids.org  (Contact anytime) Under lights & 
windowsill growing methods: Bulbophylums, Cymbidiums, Dendrobiums, Paphio-
pedilums, Miltoniopsis & mixed genera. 
 

 David Tognalli     dtog54@sbcglobal.net  (Contact evenings & weekends) Win-
dowsill & outdoor growing methods: Warm growers,  
Cattleyas, Dendrobiums & mixed genera. 

mailto:allgrove@hotmail.com
mailto:pperakos@sbcglobal.net
mailto:editor@ctorchids.org
mailto:dtog54@sbcglobal.net


                 

 

Oct. 14 Connecticut Orchid Society Monthly Meeting: 
Francisco Miranda, owner of Miranda Orchids in Brazil will 
give a talk about tropical orchids, Farmington Senior Center, 

          Unionville, CT, 7:30 pm.  

Oct. 15  Fairfield County Orchid Association Meeting:  Topic to be announced, 
7:00 pm, McManus Rm., Westport Public Library, 20 Jesup Rd., West-
port, CT.  Visit www.orchidsct.com  for more details. 

Oct. 25  Nutmeg State Orchid Society:  Come See Our Bloomers, first annual 
orchid show & sale, 10:00 am ɭ 4:00pm, The Pond House, Elizabeth 
Park, 1555 Asylum Ave., West Hartford, CT .  Contact  Lori 
MacGowan, Publicity for more details lorimacgowan@comcast.net 

Nov. 11  Connecticut Orchid Society Monthly Meeting:  Steve Gorin will pre-
sent Ɂ3ÏÌɯ.ÙÊÏÐËɯ"ÖÓÓÌÊÛÖÙɂɯa program about building your personal 
orchid database.  To be held at Cheshire Senior Center, Cheshire, CT, 
7:30 pm 

Dec. 16  Connecticut Orchid Society Monthly Meeting: Holiday party and 
mini -auction tentatively scheduled for 7:30 pm, CT Agriculture Experi-
ment Station, New Haven, CT.  Watch this page for changes and more 
details.  Note that this meeting will be held on the 3rd Wed. of the 
month instead of our usual 2nd Wed. evening.  

Jan. 13  Connecticut Orchid Society Monthly Meeting: A potting clinic is ten-
tatively scheduled for this meeting, 7:30 pm, location to be announced. 

 

Feb. 10  Connecticut Orchid Society Monthly Meeting: TBA 

 

Mar. 10  Connecticut Orchid Society Bench Show: Watch for details. 

 

 

 Upcoming Events  
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AOS corner  
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$12.95 plus shipping and handling   

 $2 from each calendar sold benefits orchid conservation 

 

To order call (561) 404-2062 

Visit the AOS website www.aos.org  

 

 

Support the American Orchid Society.  Purchase your calendar today. 



                 

 

Around the Greenhouse -- Editorôs keikis 

Letters to the editor are always welcome.   Your feedback about any issue that is on 

your mind will help us improve our Society, as well as the newsletter.  Please write 

to me at editor@ctorchids.org . 

The deadline for submissions to the November issue of the newsletter is Oct. 23rd.  
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New member welcome ~ 

A warm welcome to Catherine  

Stevenson from West Hartford, who  

just joined in September. 

 

New member Susan Harrison attend- 

ed her first meeting  in Sept.  Judging 

by her big ,warm smile in this photo  

she was having a good time and we 

hope she will be a regular attendee at  

all our monthly meetings.  
 

COS Epiphyte Tree gets dressed ~  

Many thanks to Karen and Fred Bachelle 

for the donation of a keiki of Phal. eques-

tris (Riverbend AM/AOS x Zuma Beach 

ȿ#ÈÙÒɀȺɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÛÙÌÌȭɯɯ)ÜËàɯ!ÌÊÒÌÙɯÈÕËɯ

Cheryl Mizak also donated several cut-

tings of some of their orchids.  The epi-

phyte tree is beginning to look very well 

dressed;  just like a real tree you might 

come upon in the jungle.  But there is 

still lots more room and your donations 

will be appreciated.  

mailto:editor@ctorchids.org
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Octoberôs Featured Event 

Editorôs note: The following information was obtained directly from Francisco Mirandaôs website 

www.mirandaorchids.com 

Orchids of Brazil  
Presented by Francisco Miranda  

Francisco came by his love for orchids in a most unusual fashion.  He is 

a semi-professional diver and back in 1978, while diving near some rock 

ÚÓÖ×ÌÚɯȹÏÌɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÚÈàɯÞÏÌÙÌɯÛÏÐÚɯÞÈÚȺɯÏÌɯÕÖÛÐÊÌËɯÚÖÔÌɯÝÌÙàɯÉÌÈÜÛÐÍÜÓɯ

flowering plants rooted on rocks at the surface of the water.  He says he 

stopped his dive to go and explore these flowers.  He collected a few 

samples and upon  returning home determined that they were Cattleya 

guttata and C. intermedia.  Since then he has been infected with the well-

ÒÕÖÞÕɯËÐÚÌÈÚÌɯɁ.ÙÊÏÐËɯ%ÌÝÌÙɂȭ 

 

Francisco decided to pursue a career in botany.  He visited the Amazon 

and when he returned to Rio de Janeiro, he took lessons about plant tax-

onomy from J. Pedro Carauta.  Many field trips later with much new 

found experience about orchids growing in the wild, Francisco and his 

new wife decided to open an orchid business in Rio de Janeiro in 1988.  

A few years later, he opened a second business in Florida.  His Masters 

Degree in Taxonomy has also offered many opportunities to lecture.  He 

has spoken more than 100 times at orchid societies in the US alone.  A 

new found interest in photography is also giving Francisco an opportu-

nity to  go back to old orchid habitats and record the wild orchids before 

(and in some cases already) they disappear under the bulldozers of pro-

gress. 

 

/ÓÌÈÚÌɯÝÐÚÐÛɯ%ÙÈÕÊÐÚÊÖɀÚɯÞÌÉÚÐÛÌɯwww.mirandaorchids.com for a listing 

of many beautiful Cattleyas he has for sale.  If you pre-order before the 

meeting, your order can be delivered without shipping charges in time 

for the meeting. 



                 

 

President Cheryl Mizak 
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 Presidentôs Message  

   Hello 

 

   Fall is the time of year when our Nominating Committee, 

   headed up by Judy Becker, is searching for helping hands. 

   When Judy gives you a call, please consider helping us a  

   the  monthly Sales table once in awhile or maybe you 

would consider taking a position on the Board this year.  Please be sure to let Judy 

know how you would be able to share the load of work that goes into running and 

maintaining our society. 

 

Great news!  By the time you read this newsletter the construction of the epiphyte tree 

at UCONN should be complete.  Arranging the plants around the perimeter of the 

UCONN greenhouse display room is already underway.  Want to be on the call list for 

this project?  Give me at call or shot me an e-mail and I will be sure to keep you in the 

loop. 

 

This month Francisco Miranda will be giving his talk about Brazilian Orchids.  If you 

would like to save on shipping costs, please visit his website and place a preorder.   

Donôt forget to mention COS ðFrancisco is visiting several orchid societies in the 

area and he needs to direct your order to the correct society. 

 

For those of you who receive the newsletter electronically, we think the changes to 

newsletter delivery should make you happy.  Please give us feedback.  Personally, I 

think opening the link to the newsletter is now a dreamðfast, direct and easy! 

 

      ~ Cheryl Mizak 

          President 

 

 

 



 

 

Septemberô s Meeting Minutes 

www.ctorchids.org                          Oct.  2009   Connecticut Orchid Society 50th Anniversary      9                           

 

Judy Arth  

Corresponding 

Secretary 

Meeting of the Connecticut Orchid Society, September 11, 2009 

 

President Cheryl Mizak opened the meeting with a welcome to all members and asked 

any guests and new members to sign our guest book. 

 

3ÏÌɯ3ÙÌÈÚÜÙÌÙɀÚɯ1Ì×ÖÙÛɯÞÈÚɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÊÜÙÙÌÕÛɯÕÌÞÚÓÌÛÛÌÙȭɯɯ3ÏÌÙÌɯÞÌÙÌɯÕÖɯØÜÌÚɪ

tions and it was moved and seconded and accepted by vote. 

 

The Epiphyte tree at UCONN is still being worked on but is fast becoming a very big 

tree that looks really real.  We still need workers and anyone interested can join in the 

fun. 

 

Sharon brought the COS Epiphyite tree to the meeting.  It looks real and will be an eye 

catching centerpiece  for use at any shows coming up.  We do need some donations of 

cuttings to attach to the tree so it begins to fill in with plants.  

 

Judy Becker is chairman of the Nominating Committee and asked if anyone has any 

input to talk with her.  We will need a new Treasurer next year.  Think about being a 

ɁÑÖÉɯÚÏÈËÖÞɂɯÞÏÌÙÌɯàÖÜɯÊÖÜÓËɯÓÌÈÙÕɯÞÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÑÖÉɯÌÕÛÈÐÓÚɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌÕɯÚÛÌ×ɯÐÕÛÖɯÐÛɯÞÐÛÏɯÕÖɯ

problems in the next year. 

 

The COS table in the back of the room now has potting supplies for sale that you can 

buy here for the convenience  and of course help contribute to the COS. 

 

We are trying a new system for refreshments.  They will be provided but everyone 

must chip in for the food.  Sharon will be varying the offerings to see what are the fa-

vorites.  This is just a trial but if someone would like to bring something to add, please 

feel free. 

 


